t

Obtain your PhD
in Matter to Life
5-Year Program with an Integrated Master’s Degree

Apply
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Dec 1

WHAT WE OFFER
•
•
•
•
•

Excellent research opportunities
All courses taught in English
Full financial support
Vast network of world-renowned scientists
Highly interdisciplinary curriculum

www.maxplanckschools.de/en/matter-to-life

MtL study sites
MtL research labs

THE SCHOOL

PHD PROGRAM

The Max Planck School Matter to Life (MPS
MtL) is a joint initiative between German Universities and German Research Organizations.

PhD candidates will begin their first two
years of study at one of our three partner
universities based on their specialization of
choice (see schematic below).

It is a network comprising the most renowned researchers in the field of Matter to
Life within Germany.

Applicants with BSc degree

Upon completion of the Master’s program,
the PhD candidates will continue their research during the PhD phase in the laboratory of any Matter to Life Faculty member.

Complex Systems and Biological Physics
University of Göttingen

Master’s Phase
2 Years

Semesters

or
1
2
3
4

Interdisciplinary courses
Specialized courses
Lab rotation
Lab research + MSc thesis

Molecular Systems Chemistry and Engineering
Heidelberg University
or

Bioengineering
Technical University of Munich

PhD Phase

All MtL Faculty
involved

At the labs of the MtL Faculty
Distributed all over Germany

3 years

Graduation

Get to know the
Max Planck School Matter to Life
ONLINE PRESENTATION AND Q&A
• November 5th at 8 am CET
• November 5th at 7 pm CET
• November 18th at 2 pm CET
For more information check our website!

www.maxplanckschools.de/en/matter-to-life

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROGRAM
The Max Planck School Matter to Life (MPS MtL) is offering 10 - 12
week-long research internships for excellent undergraduates. These research
internships will be available in the MtL faculty member laboratories. The internship is flexible and can take place during the months of June – November.
Students interested in performing research in one of our labs have the
chance to apply by December 1st 2020 to start their internship in 2021.
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Apply on the MtL-URO page of our website

PASSION FOR SCIENCE

Contact Information
Max Planck School Matter to Life
Max Planck Institute for Medical Research
Jahnstraße 29
69120 Heidelberg
Germany
Email: mattertolife@maxplanckschools.de

www.maxplanckschools.de/en/matter-to-life

The Max Planck School Matter to Life
The Max Planck School “Matter to Life” program is open for applications. The questions "What,
exactly, is life?", and "Can life-like processes, functions and objects be quantitatively simulated,
predicted and created in the laboratory?" are fundamental to the curriculum and research training.
The School is a collaboration between the Universities of Heidelberg, Göttingen and the Technical
University of Munich with the Leibniz Institute for Interactive Materials at RWTH Aachen and
Max Planck Institutes across Germany.
The Matter to Life program is a fully funded combined Masters +PhD program (2+3years). Current
Bachelors students with backgrounds in Physics, chemistry, Biochemistry, Material Science,
Molecular Systems Engineering, Molecular Cell Biology, Bioengineering, or a related subject are
encouraged to apply.
Full funding for up to five years including a generous stipend is available to both E.U and non-E.U
students.
You will spend the first two years at one of our three partner Universities based on your choice of
specialization: Molecular Systems Chemistry and Engineering (Heidelberg University), Complex
Systems and Biological Physics (Göttingen University), or Bioengineering (Technical University of
Munich). A core curriculum is shared between the Universities, with classes taught in state of the
art connected classrooms. Lab rotations to associated institutions during the Master’s phase of the
program are encouraged and students are supported to build their own research networks within
this highly interdisciplinary field. All students receive a mentor to guide them through the program.
For more details about the school see our website: https://www.maxplanckschools.de/en/matterto-life.
Following satisfactory performance in the Master’s Program you will be able to carry out your PhD
research supervised by any of the associated Fellows of the School.
We are looking forward to your application!

